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FORT MIAMIS 


Foreword 


This report does not present a final plan for the development 
of the Fort iiiamis Site. Drawings and specification for this pur- 
pose, together with plans for historical reconstruction, should re- 
construction prove feasible, will necessarily be prepared at a 
later date, 


_ The report does provide background information upon which the 
work must be based, It also offers general suggestions for develop- 
ing the site, The latter require further investigation and expan- 
sion before final plans are prepared, 


In .the order in whigh they appear, the following chapters are 
included: 


1. Fort Miamis from Fallen Timbers to the Present, 


2. Preliminary Program for the Development of the Fort 
Miamis Site. 


3. Historical Background for the Construction of Fort 
' WMiamis, 


ly Appendix, 


This report was prepared by. the Anthony Wayne Parkway Board, 
January, 1952. 


Frank J. Lausche, Governor 


Ralph W. Peters, Chairman Ferd Winkeljohn, Vice-Chn. 
Je Oliver Amos Theodore J. Kauer 

Fred D. Coppock S, O. Linzell 

Dr. Reuben Hilty A. We llarion 

Miles S,. Kuhns Erwin C. Zepp 


Je Richard Lawwill, Director 
Richard C, Knopf, Historian 
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FORT MIAMIS FROM FALLEN TIMBERS TO THE PRESENT 


——— eres | ee Oe 


. After Wayne's victory at Fallen Timbers and the signing of the 
Treaty of Greene Ville, and after John Jay had successfully completed 
his negotiations with the British government, Fort Miamis, together 
with other British forts on American soil, was turned over to the United 
States. Fort Miamis changed hands on July 11, 1796. A month later, on 
August 7, General Wayne officially received the fort for the United 
States. The fort was garrisoned for a short time thereafter but it was 
soon abandoned and left to moulder and decay, In the War of 1612, the 
British again reoccupied what reinained of the fort during the siege of 
Fort Meigs, The structure then disappeared. 

The fort was named "Miamis,'' undoubtedly because it was situated on 
the "}fiamis River" or on the "Miamis of the Lakes" as the Maumee River 
was known at the time. It was located on the right bank of the river, on 
a high bluff which paralleled the stream near the foot of the rapids, The 
site today lies in Lucas County, and within the corporate limits of Mau- 
mee, the oldest settloment in the Maumee Valley. The fort site and the 
land now in public ownership, consists of a long, narrow strip of land 
which lies between the river and U. S. Route 2). Dedicated but unused 
streets flank the property on both sides. There are approximately two 
and one half acres in the public owned area which cost $16,000 when it 
was purchased in 1942. The fort site is located in a residential neigh- 
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Nothing remains of Fort Miamis today except the earthworks, 

They are heavily over-grown and eroded but still quite apparent, 
From early maps, it is indicated that the fort extended west, beyond 

he limits of the present public-owned property. <A road leads into 
the area from Route 2), along one of the dedicated rights-of-way, 
and a small area over~looking the river has been kept mowed, Here, 
fishermen, among others, park their cars, Except for a marker on 
Route 24, which has been up and down over a period of years, there has 
been no attempt to interpret the history of the area for the few who 
manage to find it, 

General interest in the site of Fort Miamis goes back to the 1880's, 
At that time, a movement was begun by citizens of the Maumee Valley to 
obtain the assistance of the Federal Government in developing the his- 
toric sites in northwestern Ohio, Surveys of the sites, including Fort 
Miamis, were made by United States Army engineers but nothing further 
was accomplished, 

At the time of World War I another movement was started to acquire 
the site, Inflated realty prices of this period, however, caused the 
movement to subside. Successful action, which finally saved the site, 
was begun in 1939 by the Maumee River Scenic and Historic Highway 
Association. Charles E. Hatch, Toledo engineer and member of the 
Association, learned that the fort property was posted as security for 
note and that it was among the assets of a closed bank. Liquidators 


wanted the property sold to private individuals. However, through the 
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good offices of Hon. James A, Martin, Judge of the Court of Common Pleas, 
the property was transferred to the State Banking Department. This 

move permitted retention of the site for a public memorial and, at the 
same time, fully protected the bank depositors, Funds to purchase the 
area had to be raised, however, 

The Tol.edo Chamber of Commerce and an anonymous donor advanced 
funds to take an option on the property, In this manner a delay of 
fifteen months was achieved, and a campaign for funds was started. The 
public in general gave very little support to the project. The Ursula 
Wolcott Chapter, D. A. R., finally resolved the situation by donating 
over ‘l;,000 toward the purchase, The Lucas County Commissioners then 
voted (38,000 and cancelled the taxes on the property. The Toledo Metro- 
politan Park Board provided the final balance of the required {16,000 by 
voting $1,620.53. The site was acquired August 11, 1942, and placed in 
the custody of the Toledo Metropolitan Park Board, 

The Park Board proved to be a convenient but illogical resting place 
for the property. Concerned primarily with providing recreational fac- 
ilities for the citizens of Toledo and Lucas County, the Board had 
neither the funds nor the know-how to develope the site, Realizing that 
nothing could be accomplished in restoring the fort until the facts were 
known, the Board passed the following resolution: 

", . « that’ the Historical Society of Northwestern Ohio be, 
and it hereby is, requested to undertake such research as may be 


necessary for the preparation of a history of Old Fort ijiami, 
and, in association with the Ursula Wolcott Chapter of the 
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Daughters of the American Revolution and such 

other organizations and individuals as the society 

may think helpful, to prepare for submissiion to and 

the approval of this Board, a suggested plan for the 

future development of Old Fort Ifiami and a park to 

surround it," 

On October 16, 1942 a Committee on Fort Iiiamis was created by 
he Historical Society to carry out the request of the Park Board, In 

194), the Committee reported its findings in the April issue of the 
Northwest Ohio Quarterly. Included was an article, "Fort Miami, Out- 
post of Empire," by F. Clever Bald and another article, "Construction 
and Physical Appearance of Fort Miami," by Carl B, Spitzer, The former 
provided the political and military background for the construction 
of the fort; the latter, various references to the physical aspects of 
the fort structure. 

Richard D. Logan, President of the Historical Society summarized 
these efforts at research in the following statement, "They (the Con- 
mittee) do not claim that every shred of evidence has been discovered, 
The Committee believes however that the facts set forth in its report 
furnish a good basis upon which the larger committee mentioned in the 
above resolution, (the Park Poard'ts resolution) can commence its work," 

No plan for developing the fort site was produced, and World War II 
intervened to again stop work on Fort Miamis, 

In 1947, the Anthony Wayne Parkway Board was established by the 
Ohio General Assembly. The purpose of the Board is to create a memorial | 


to Anthony Wayne and his colleagues in the Indian Wars, Specifically, 


the legislation, under which the Board operates, states that the mem- 
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orial is to consist of a unified system of parks and historic shrines, 
located in western Ohio. With the activation of this memorial program, 
Fort Miamis assumed a more important role as a unit within an inte~ 
grated, regional development, 

On December 14, 1950, the Anthony Wayne Parkway Board passed a 
"Recommendation Relative to Fort Miamis" and sent copies to the Toledo 
Metropolitan Park Board and to the Ohio State Archaeological and His— 


torical Society. The Recommendation read as follows: 


WHEREAS : 


(1) Development and maintenance of historical sites 
and structures are not proper functions of the 
Toledo Lietropolitan Park Board; 


(2) The Ohio State Archaeological and Historical 
Society is established for the express purpose 
of administering historical sites and structures 
of state calibre; 


(3) Fort Miamis is a site of major historical impor- 
tance and warrants the expenditure of state funds 
for its development and maintenance; 


(4) The Historical Society at the present time admin- 
isters the Battle of Fallen Timbers site, which 
is closely associated historically with Fort Miamis, 
and the site of Fort Meigs, both areas being located 
within a short distance of Fort Miamis; 


(5) The proximity of these areas, allows for adequate 
and economical administration, essentially as one 
unit, from the Fort Meigs area; and 


(6) Fort Miamis, when properly developed will be one 
of the important shrines in the regional develop- 
ment planned by the Anthony Wayne Parkway Board as a 
memorial to General Wayne and his colleagues in the 
Indian Wars: f 
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Be it recommended by the Anthony Wayne Parkway Board: 

That the Toledo iietropolitan Park Board, which now holds 
title to the site of Ft. lilamis, transfer the pronerty to the 
custody of the Ohio State Archaeological and Historical Society 
to be developed and maintained as a state memorialy 

It is further recommended that a local advisory committee 
be established to work with the Ohio State Archaeological and 
Historical Society, after the nroperty has been transferred, to 
consist of one representative from each of the following organi- 
zations: (1) The Toledo Metropolitan Park Board; (2) The Ur- 
sula Wolcott Chapter, D. Ae Ro; (3) The Historical Society of 
Northwestern Ohio. 

Prior to this time, Ralph W. Peters, chairman of the Anthony Wayne 
Parkway Board, and also a member of the Board of the Ohio State Archaeo= 
logical and Historical Society, had sought and received agreement that 
the Society would accept the Fort Miamis site if it were proffered by 
the Toledo Metropolitan Park Board, 

After receiving the Anthony Wayne Parkway Board's resolution, W. W. 
Knight, chairman of the Toledo Metropolitan Park Board, called a meet- 
ing in Toledo to which representatives of groups and agencies inter- 
ested in Fort Ifiamis were invited, This meeting occurred January 23, 
1951 and resulted in the group voting unanimously to turn the site over 
to the Ohio State Archasolorical and Historical Society for administra- 
tion, The Toledo Metropolitan Park Board then proceeded to effect the 


transfer, Title to Fort Miamis was placed in the Ohio State Archaeo- 


logical and Historical Society on Nov. 2, 1951, 


On February 15, 1951, the Anthony Wayne Parkway Board voted to pre-= 
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pare a development plan for the Fort hiilamis site. This plan, the Board 
stated, should be worked out in cooperation with the Ohio State Arch-. 
aeological and Historical Society and with other interested agencies, 


A program, preliminary to the preparations of final plans, follows, 
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PRELIMINARY PROGRAM FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE FORT MIAMIS SITE 


General 

Fort Miamis, in many respects, is one of the most important 
Sites along the Anthony Wayne Parkway, It has important associations 
with Wayne in the Indian Wars, and in a lesser degree, with Harrison 
in the War of 1812, As Fort liiamis was built by the British, the 
Site provides a logical and appropriate place to describe the important 
role which the British played in the Indian Wars, In the vicinity, 
during the 1790's, was not only the fort, but not far away was Mc- 
Kee's store where the Indians bartered and traded their furs for English 
goods; just upstream was the foot of the rapids in the Maumee, where the 
Indians rallied, with British encouragement, when they sought to stop 
Wayne, and here was the place where the Indian forces retreated in panic 
from Fallen Timbers and completely and irretrievably fell apart when the 
British failed to come to their aid, 

British participation in these actions needs to be told. It is an 
fepaitant chapter in the story, 
Research 

Development of the site falls into several categories of activity: 
(1) Research, (2) Historical Interpretation, (3) Public-Use Pacili- 
ties, and (4) Land Acquisition, 

The general history of Fort Miamis is known, as related in the lat- 
ter part of this report. What must be done in so far as the site is con- 


cerned is to relate the remaining earthworks to the original fort and 
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its appurtenances, This involves specific research on details of the 
Structure followed by site investigations, 

With the exception of records which may yet be found in Canada 
and perhaps in the British archives, it is believed that the detailed 
material on the fort structure is fairly complete and perhaps adequate 
to reconstruct the picture of Fort Miamis, This material is listed in 
Appendices C, D, and E. The map prepared in 1888 by the U. S. Army En- 
gineers is shown in Appendix F,. 

The major part of the research which remains to be done is there- 
fore on the site. The historian and the archaeologist must take avail-~ 
able descriptive information and attempt to superimpose it upon the re- 
maining earth forms and have it coincide. Some archaeological digging 
will undoubtedly be of value in this phase of the project, 

Because of their experience in this type of work, it is proposed 
that technicians on the staff of the National Park Service be requested 
to act as advisors and consultants in the Fort Miamis investigation, 
Since the area has not only national but international implications, the 
National Park Service will undoubtedly be amenable to such cooperation, 
The Ohio State Archaeological and Historical Society has indicated its 
agreement with such collaboration, 

Scope of Work 

It is believed that no attempt should be made to reconstruct Fort 
Miamis, The problems of maintenance and control would scem to dic- 
tate this approach, However, certain units of the structure might 
be rebuilt in order to provide visitors with a grasp of the scale and 


size of the fort, 
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The earthworks should be redefined and various parts of the struc- 
ture designated with markers, A master marker, in the form of a bulie- 


tin board, should be erected near the fort site to provide graphically, 


details of the structure and also to place the fort in its proper his- 
torical setting. Provisions should also be made to dispense, in the 
area, a throw-away type of publication, The same publication could be 
used at Fallen Timbers and at Fort Meigss 

As Fort Miamis and Fallen Timbers are both administered from Fort 
Meigs, the possibility of establishing a museum at Fort Meigs is sug- 
gested, The stone shelter house, located outside the area on Rt. 65, 
would lend itself to this purpose. Displays could interpret the inter- 
esting and ape history of the Maumee~Perrysburg area, A scale 
model of Fort Miamis as well as of Fort Meigs would be valuable ex~ 
hibits in such a display. 

A series of historical markers would add much interest in the Maumee- 
Perrysburg area and supplement development in the memorial areas, A 
number of points of interest are already marked, such as the site of 
Dudley's Massacre in the War of 1812, and the Detroit Trail, but there 
are a number of other sites which warrant similar treatment, These 

. would includeCamp Miamis, where Wayne spent the night after Fallen Tin- 
bers; McKeets trading post; Pipes Town, an Indian village down stream 
from McKee's post; and several other sites which are associated with the 
Indian Wars and the War of 1812. If a program of this type is carried 
out, an historical map of the vicinity should be published, Such a map 


could well be a part of the throw-away publication which has been sug- 
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gested for general distribution in the Fort Ifiamis, Fallen Timbers, ! 
and Fort Meigs arcas,. 
Public Use j’acilities 

Fort Ifiamis is located within the city limits of Maumee. Public- 
use facilities can therefor be reduced to a minimum of access and park 
ing. Water, except for maintenance purposes, and sanitary facilitics 
need not be provided in the area, Access to the site is gained from 
U. S. Rt. 2), a highly travelled but rather narrow highway. Safety of 
those entering and leaving the area must be carefully studied in the en- 
trance design, The entrance-way could derive its character from the 
fort structure, dantiot also must be designed into the entrance-way in 
order to prevent promiscuous use of the area, No picnicking facili- 
ties snould be provided because of the character and limitations of the 
Site. This type of facility is provided in nearby Toledo Metropolitan 


Park areas, 
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I. Immediate Program 
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Anthony Wayne Parkway Board 
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Contact Canadian and British sources for additional 
material on Fort ifiamis 

Contact National Park Service relative to participation 

in project 

Contact state and local agencies relative to participation 
in project 


Schedule site inspection tours 


Archaeological and Historical Society 


1. 
Ze 


30 


Clean up area = brush, trees, foundation, etc. 
Put road in repair, confine parking 


Investigate property purchase and vacating streets 


Fort Meigs Commission and Historical Society 


1. 


Explore possibility of using Fort Meigs shelter for museun 


II. Final Program 
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Cooperating arencies 

Prepare Master Plan for site development 

Prepare drawings, specifications and estimates for histori- 
cal reconstruction if such construction is found feasible 
and practicable 

Prepare drawings, specifications and estimates for facili- 


ties, including entrance-way, signs, markers, plantings, etc, 
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Prepare publication which includes map of the Perrysburg:- 

Maumee vicinity 

Develop the shelter house at Fort Meigs as an interpretive 
museum for the Perrysburg-Maumee vicinity 

Establish program of historical marking in the Perrysburg- 


Maumee vicinity 
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WAITIEE VALLEY IN THe VICIETY OF FORT MIAME, 


b Ankit did 
Showing The position of the fort and the action which took place in 
the Rattle of Fallon Timbers, August 20, 1794. 


Man from New York Magazine, Vol. V, Octobor, L7%he 
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HISTORICAL BACKGROUND FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF FORT MIANMIS 


Introduction 


At the completion of the American Revolution, and as a result of 
the Treaty of Paris of 1783 which officially ended that struggle, the 
British surrendered their claims to all of the territory south of the 
Great Lakes and generally south of the St, Lawrence River, with the ex- 
ception of that bit of disputed territory in the area and vicinity of 
the present state of Maine. The western border was the Mississippi 
River, and the southern limit was, to all intents and purposes, anything 
which the Americans could secure from Spain if the Florida areas were 
not ceded to Britain by Spain.* 

Also included in this treaty of peace were provisions which called 
for American reimbursement of loyalist losses suffered during the conflict, 
and for American cessation of persecutions of this spiegent: While one 
might state with some authority that this article of the treaty was 
carried out to the letter by the national congress, there is grave question 
whether or not its spirit was observed by the individual states. The Con- 
gress did "recommend" the restoration of Tory losses, but states on the 
whole, were slow to put these recommendations into active form, Bitter 


controversy immediately arose when questions of reimbursement were raised 


l. See pertinent articles of the Treaty of Peace, 1783, appended, 


2. The provisions in the treaty said that the Congress should "recommend! 
to the states that ways and means be made to restore such losses, con- 
fiscated and otherwise, and should "recommend" that these loyal sub« 
jects of His Majesty remain "unmolested," Congress did make such rec-~ 
ommendations, Yet, further than that the weak national government of 
the Confederation could not act. Thus, there were cases of molesta~ 
tion of individuals even to the point of lynching, and, particularly 
in the southern states, there was active agitation against payment of 
due claims, See: S. F. Bemis, Diplomatic History of the United States, 
pe 100, 


to divect s es ties parrenn moo br om old Yo noktoLqmoo odd va 

oft .elgpvxte tad¢ bebas Tt tatol the dott £8FL Yo wixst to “tana wr 

eit to dévoe ytodivred eld to LLs pin enbate abet? betebnorwe dateing — 

“xo ont div ,19vi sanetwal 2 ot to dives ylfeventeg bas solal 7 R 

to ysinioiv base sew elt ak yrotiries beduqeib to did tact to nokdqso “ : 

iqqiseleals eae. ecw sobyod mxescew odT orta:: to edate dnoeenq odd aM a 

gnisicyas ,sesoqivg bas edusini [fe of .sew tiail mreddwoe eft bas “tevin om 

stew esos sbinolt sdé Bf miege moxt ewooee bistoo emsottenaA alt doltw 

‘ aisq? W aketina ot bobeo toa ay: be ie 

heliss doLriw enotetvesq orew soseq to yYseent aide mi bebutons oefA Cm 

~tol Dinos edt gaiwh horslive eeseol detisyol to saemeaudmter nao troms 10% 

970 oLkriW _— eidt? to anolivoveteq te aoitseveo naotiemA tot bee | Be : 

asw yYteetd aft to efoidis etdt terns ydtinodéys amon déiw stave ddgia * 

noltzasp svetg ef ores ,peotmaoo Lenoitan edt yi sedteLl oft of tuo beirise 

~—109 elf ..zetate Lesbivibal ods a bovreado agw diatqe adi dom to tedtedw 

eit m0 sotaée wud ,2eee@0l viol to nolterogeot silt "bevemmo9e"s" bib eBerg ef ? 
sod3 ig ae evisos oat antotdabmemaoos'r oad grey od wole os0ew ,oforlw - 3 


bests: otew Jnompeidmater to Bh heiw e8tts ysetabbonet Yerevorstnoo 


ebobroqas ,€B3L ease! to YhoerT elt ‘to wokasdo dnemtine, 908 .f 


"“Hhremnooet" blirole exetgne) eft dant bise ytsott ont mk enotetvorqg fT 8 

“(700 ,esecol dove ototeet o¢ sabes ed ensom bas syow tedt aedats oft of ak 
~dve leyol eealt tarit "bnemmoset" blvole bas ysetwrorto bas betso2eit — 

~oot dove oem bib ecergaoD ",bedeolomm” sbamer yteohall sii to etoot © 
to toomrevog Lanoican Asew elt ters madt wee ai ,do¥ porate 
~stzoLom to eeeso sxew eredd yeuntT doe Som b poids j 

ulreluatineq .bes ,grtdonyl te Jaiog att ot av 
to dnaaysg santeys nolvstiga evisos asw osont 


eotat’ botiny add to yxo Jere ott amo £9.20 . aim } fi ? 


mae 


in the state legislatures. Many citizens of the new American 

nation felt that they had no obligation to pay these debts and did not 
hesitate to say so vehemently. Thus, the "just" debts often remained un= 
paid, and former loyalists were subjected to innumerable indignities by 


the "patriotic" elements of the population, 


Meanwhile, the British retained their hold on posts within the limits 
of the United states,4 Officially, the British held these garrisons in 
upper New York and in the Great Lakes area on the assumption that the 
“peace treaty was not validly fulfilled as the Americans had not completed 
their obligations to British subjects. Yet, back of this facade of diplo- 
matic maneuvering lay a great many more realistic and valid excuses for 


their unyielding attitude,? 


ern carey est EL LS 


3, See note above, Virginia, in particular, refused to make payment. 


le When the treaty was made, little thought had been given to the inter- 

- ests of the traders who had operated in the border area. However, once 
the Articles had been made known, these traders, organized to a great 
extent with the direction and financing of London merchants, immediately 
brought pressure to bear upon the London government. Together with the 
shipping interests, they persuaded the Secretary of State for Home 
Affairs to order the posts to be held, This order came on April 3 
1784, just one day before George III officially proclaimed the Treaty 
of Peace ratified, Besides their own interests, the traders claimed, 
probably with some degree of truth, that a sudden withdrawal would an- 
tagonize the Indians and perhaps bring about a bloody Indian uprising. 


5. Actually, of course, the British were more interested in the trade im- 
plications than the failure of the Americans to fully assume the treaty 
obligations, However, if a treaty is a contract, and the British felt 
that it was, they, the British, were fully ready to render the failure 
of the United States to carry out their terms of the contract as suf- 
ficient reason for the retention of the frontier posts. _ 
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First and foremost was the flourishing fur trade which was carried 
on primarily in the border region. In 1790 it was reported to the British 
ministry that fully one half of the ¥ 40,000 annual fur business was car- 
ried on in the "countries to the southward of the Great Tals he Benefits 
of this trade accrued not only to the traders themselves, but to the ship-~ 
ping and merchant interests, and to the Exchequer through the levy of 
excise taxes. The full resources of the region had barely. been tapped, 
and there was a great promise of a continued rise in profits for all 
connected with this business, At the time of the treaty negotiations, 
little attention had been given to this growing industry. A general ignor= 
ance on the part of the British treaty-makers of the importance of the North- 
west had allowed this blunder to be perpetrated. Yet, once the provisions 
of the treaty were known, repercussions reverberated across the Atlantic 


and stimulated the order of April 8, 178 to hold the posts. 


A more timid government would have shunned such an obvious violation 
of an international agreement. Certainly in April, 1764, the British could 
not have validly held the posts on the assumption that the treaty had been 
broken through the failure of the Americans to pay their just debts. Never= 
theless, certain indications reached London which contributed to the govern- 
ments failure to move rapidly to put the provisions of the treaty into ef- 


fect. 


on the Atlantic coast, the former colonies were battling each other 


with tariffs and counter-tariffs, United States’ trade still centered 


oa: 


6. Se Fe Bemis, Jay's Treatyy pe 5» 
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within the British sphere, and a feeble national government seemed totally 
“4ncapable of coping with the problems of the post-war era. In the West, 
especially south of the Ohio River, settlements were growing by leaps and 
bounds, Yet, their cries for help for the solution of their problems of 
protection, commerce, and trade fell on deaf ears in the trans--Allegheny 
region to the East. ‘hese were hopeful seoish ion the British, The Ameri~ 
can union seemed to be no union at all, and indications seemed to point 
toward a British-centered alignment in the future, state by state, terri- 
airy oe territory. Thus, the Canadian governors maintained the posts, 
and, perhaps more important, retained the role as chief administrator of 
Indian affairs in the border region, Beset by local difficulties, the 
Americans pursued no active policy in the 1780's to dislodge them, The 
British Painisreation continued in control on both sides of the demar- 


cation line between Canada and the United States, 


This is not to say that the Americans were ignorant of the position and 
role which RPritain was playing in the northwest. In spite of the land ces- 
Sions stipulated in the Treaty of Peace, settlers generally shunned the ter= 
_ritory north and west of the Ohio River. The Indians there, spurred on by 
their Canadian "brothers,¥ kept the anti-American fires burning. Without the 
protection of a sufficient force garrisoned in this region, the northwest was 
a virtual no-man's land insofar as the American settlers of the west were cone 


cerned, 


There had been feeble attempts by the American government to pacify 


the Indians and secure lands for settlement. At Fort McIntosh and later 
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at Fort Harmar, agreements were made with selected Indian tribes for the 
peaceful cession of lands in what is now southern and central Ohio. While 
these treaties were to set the pattern for the Treaty of Greene Ville, they 
failed, at the time, to achieve the goal of security, principally because 
there was no provision for active enforcement of the treaty articles agreed 
upon, Though the Indians were threatened with punishment for violation of 
these agreements, the Americans stationed no force for law and order in the 
territory capable of making an effective punitive expedition against the 


hostile Indian tribes should such prove necessary! 


The Indians themselves could not understand the reasons why their lands 
had been handed over to the Americans. They complained that they had not 
been consulted in the treaty negotiations, and, under any circumstance, their 
lands were not for the British to dispose of. They pointed out clearly that 
their "Father," the King of Ingland, had jurisdiction only over the posts 
and garrisons in the territory, and thus these alone could be ceded to the 
United States. All other lands had remained in the possession of the various 
nations and tribes, and thus could not have been ceded justly to the Ameri-~ 


8 


canS. 


The viewpoint of the United States was somewhat different, At the peace 
talks at Fort Harmar (1788-1789), Governor St. Clair pointed out the Ameri- 


can position to the assembled Indians, He maintained that the cession 


7. Draper MSS Colls., vol. 23U, pp. 57ff. 


8, Ibid., pp. 11-115, 125, 
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of the lands by the King of England had been right and just; that the 
Indians,. having been in league with the defeated power, paid the price 


of defeat by the forfeit of their Turidaee 


As it was evident, at least during the early stages, that the Americans 
would not and could not back up their threats of violence, most of the 
Indians were quite content with their arrangements with the British, This 
alliance was not new. The British had won Indian support following the 
French and Indian War through generally fair and just means. Always 
generous with this "poor, helpless" people, the savages responded by giving 
their loyalty to the "Great White Father," George III. Initial disturbances 
among the Indians when they learned of the terms of the Treaty of Peace 
with the Americans vanished when British Indian agents told them not to 
fear, the treaty would never be carried into effect. The agents and Indians 
believed this and had every reason to do so, A new nation fraught with 
inner conflict and discord showed little promise of a long or continued 


independent existence, 


While British control continued generally unmolested all along the 
northern frontier of the United States, the opening up of the Northwest 
Territory to settlement, following the approval. of the Ordinance of 1787, 
brought the Americans into direct competition and inevitable clash with 
the British and British-inspired Indians, The flourishing fur trade of 


this area was centered in the Miami of the Lakes area (the Maumee Valley) 


9. Draper MSS Colls., vol. 23U, pp. 131-135. 
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which stretched from the Miami Villages at present-day Fort Wayne, Indiana 
to McKee's Store which was near the site of the present city of Perrysburg, 
Ohio. Being a British trading center, it was, for obvious reasons, also 

a point of penetration of the British into American lands, and, by the end 
of the 1780's, they (the British) felt, through a sort of squatter's rights 
claim, that they had distinct rights in this heii ory ats Thus, when 
Wayne began his move northward in the Autwm of 1793, Canadian officials 
not only stood in dread of an invasion of the Maumee Valley, but feared 
for Detroit, the center of their lucrative fur trade and one of their 


strongest posts. 


Prior to Wayne's campaign, the British had had little reason to prepare 
any detailed plan for the defense of their posts on American soil or of those 
in Canada, Satisfied with the direction and organization of the Indian Con- 
federacy, they had seen no reason to create a large defensive farce of their 
own, While the incursions of Harmar and St. Clair must have given Canadian 
officials some discomfort, the results of these campaigns had justified the 
British faith in the Indians. However, by 1793, it was apparent, even to 
the Canadian officialdom, that the United States was intent upon taking ac- 


tive possession of the territo north and west of the Ohio River. Rumors 
z 


et 


10, The Nootka Sound Controversy, which began in 1789, for a while at 
least, startled the British into the realization that they should 
recognize the United States! diplomatic rights. Up to this time, 
there had been no official exchange of ministers between the King= 
dom of Great Britain and the United States, though John Adams had 
been presented to the Court of St. James several years before, It 
suddenly dawned on the heretofore haughty British administration 
that in case of an Anglo-Spanish War, the Americans could easily take 
over their posts and trading stations, while British arms were en- 
gaged elsewhere, Thus it was that the United States got formal re- 
cognition and representation in Britain, and though following the 
Anglo-Spanish settlement of differences, the rapproachment somewhat 
cooled, the diplomatic relationship stood firm, 
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had reached Dorchester, the Royal Governor, and J. G. Simcoe, Lieutenant 
Governor of Upper Canada, that Wayne was coming northward with the in- 
tention of taking Detroit. Unlike Harmar and St. Clair, Wayne had spent 
a great deal of time in organizing and training his army. This was known 
to the British who kept close surveillance over the activities at Fort 
Washington and Fort Greene Ville through their agents and Indian friends, 
Thus it was that Fort Miamis came to be built: (1) to cut off Wayne's ad- 
vance toward Detroit, which they hoped to be able to hold, and (2) to 
attempt to hold the liaumee Valley through the support of the Indian Con- 
federation, and, perhaps, by direct support of their own Prague aie The 
growing temerity of the Americans must be scotched, even if it took red 
coat action in coordination with the Indians to do it. The fur trade was 
too valuable to lose, even if it meant the committing of regular troops 


to preserve it from the encroaching Americans, 


However, the threat of Wayne's advance alone did not move the Canadian 
officials to action. <A growing tension over a period of several years had 
mounted almost to the breaking point by the Spring of 179l). The British 
and American stands in Europe, as they pertained to the French Revolution 
and the resulting European wars, brought these two nations nearer and 
nearer to an open break, American claims as a neutral trader were not 


countenanced at the Court of St. James, and almost constantly there was 


11. Even as late as 1793 and early 179), the British were not at all sure 
that the United States was destined to retain her independence, The 
new government had gotten off to a shaky start, and internal difficul- 
ties within it threatened at any moment to render it as useless as its 
predecessor, 
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verbal conflict between the British authorities and the American merchants, 
While this situation was to grow more tense as the years passed and was 
eventually a contributing factor to the opening of the War of 1812, it was, 


even in 1793-179), an important consideration. 


The point chose for the location of Fort Miamis in the Spring of 1794 
was not original for a post, During the Revolutionary War a blockhouse 
had been erected on the river in this area, It continued in existence until 
1792-1793, when it was finally abandoned, This was called Grant?s Block-— 
house, probably for the man who built it. Some feel that after its aban- 
donment for military purposes, it was used by Alexander McKee, British In- 


re 
dian agent and trader in the region, 


12. Howard H, Peckham, "Fort Miamis," in Historical Quarterly of 
Northwestern Ohio, XIV, p. 356 
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Fort Miamis —- A British Outpost, 


At the end of April, 1793, United States Peace Commissioners set out 
to the northwestward to meet with the Indian chieftains at the Rapids of 
the Miamis of the Lakes. As originally scheduled, the meeting was to take 
place in the month of June, but as late as July, the commissioners were 
cooling their heels, waiting for the Indians to ready themselves for thd 
peace talks. Small missions had met with the commissioners, but, time and 
again, a complete meeting was delayed. One of the principal excuses for 
the delay of the negotiations was the Indian complaint that General Wayne 
was moving northward with seemingly hostile intentions, Already, the 
Indians reported to the United States negotiators that the commander of 
the Legion of the United States had cut a road to a point six miles north 
of Fort Jefferson, right into the heart of the Indian country. The peace 
commissioners wrote in July, 1793, asking Secretary of War Knox to order 
Wayne to withdraw from these forward posts during the peace Lefis het erg ore 


§ 
Some of Waynets men felt that this peace mission would be a success, 


and peace rumors flew about the post at Fort Washington. It was felt 
that England would gain much more by having the friendship of the United 
States, and would lose a great deal by provoking a war. British involve-~ 
ment in Europe, at the moment, and trade relationships between her and 


1h 


the United States would make peace almost mandatory. 


13. Letter, Peace Commissioners to Sec!y. Knox, 10 July 1793, in 
American State Papers, Indian affairs. I, pp. 3h2 ff. 


1h. Letter, William Eaton to Stephen Jacob, Fort Washington, 24 June 1793, 
MS No. 266, in Ayer Collection, Newberry Library, Chicago, Illinois. 
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However, as the summer drew to a close, the peace commissioners, 
unlike observers at Fort Washington, gave up hope of a successful con- 
clusion to their mission, and, finally, returned home, It seemed as 


though the last ray of hope for peace had faded, 


Meanwhile, the British, as well as the Indians, were becoming in- 
creasingly apprehensive of the movements of Wayneis force. They were 
particularly disturbed by the information brought by a deserter from 
_ the Legion of the United States who reported to Colonel McKee, the Brit- 
ish Indian Agent at the Rapids of the Miamis of the Lakes, that Wayne 
was encamped at Fort Greene Ville with a force of 2,500 men, but would 
stay the winter there because of a shortage of supplies. The deserter 
further told McKee that Wayne had originally planned to winter near De- 
troit, and that in addition to the regular run of fire-arms, was equipped 


with twenty-two howitzers. 


From this report, it seemed even more evident to the Dritish that 
Wayne's army was not only designed to combat the Indians and to pacify 
them, but also seemed ready to break the British hold in Detroit, and per- 
haps even in Upper Canada. This was certainly disturbing news to Lieuten- 
ant Governor John Graves Simcoe, and, at this point, he began to formulate 
plans for the defense of the territory under his control (which included 


Detroit, Michilmackinac, and the Maumee Valley). 


By the end of 1793, Wayne had sent a detachment northward from Fort 


Greene Ville, to build and garrison Fort Recovery on the site of General 


15. Simcoe Papers. II, pp. 108-109, 


/ 


: 
- 
: 
: 
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“4 


Arthur St. Clairts disastrous defeat, though it is interesting to note 
that even at the beginning of February, 1794, Lieutenant Colonel England, 
commandant at Detroit, while he knew of the building of Fort Recovery, was 


not yet aware of the exact location of Fort Greene Ville. 


Meanwhile, Thomas Jefferson, as Secretary of State, was attempting to 
settle the fine points of the Treaty of Paris of 1783. Among other things, 
he reminded George Hammond, the British minister to the United States, that 
the British garrisons "had not been withdrawn with all convenient speed" as 
had been stipulated in the treaty, But that the officers of those forts had 
actually undertaken to exercise jurisdiction over those areas and peoples 
within the vicinity of the fantats: To these complaints, Hammond was deaf, 
He could hold his ground fairly well as the Americans, too, had not ful- 


filled their obligations assumed under this treaty. 


By the beginning of the year 1794, the reports concerning Wayne's Legion 
were even less encouraging to the anxious British. The fort at Greene Ville 
was reported to be garrisoned by four thousand men, was two miles in cir- 


cumference, and had a daily guard of three hundred men. Furthermore, Fort 


geen enone nse oS A ere 


16, Ibid., p. 139. It is interesting to note the poor intelligence 
on both sides during this period, In spite of the relatively large 
forces involved and the active movements of many individuals and 
parties, exact knowledge was difficult to obtain. 


17. Letter, Jefferson to Ilammond, 15 December 1793, in Writings of Thomas 
Jefferson. IV, pre I-97. 
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Recovery was said to have a garrison of three hundred. Thomas Duggan's in- 
formation continued that it was said that "Wayne will drink of our waters 
early in the Spring." One might well imagine the consternation of the Brit- 


18 


ish officials over such reports as these, 


Lord Dorchester,~” Governor of Canada, inadvertently also, was making 
his officials in Upper Canada uneasy, One speech in particular had been 
upsetting to them as well as to the Americans, In it, he had informed the 
Indians that, in reality, there was no border Le United States 
and Canada, and that they should not sell their lands to the American sett- 
lers in the border zone. As a war between the two nations was inevitable, 
Dorchester continued, the Pritish would win these territories outright, 


and any sales made by the Indians would not be recognized, 


18. Letter, Duggan to Chew, Simcoe Papers, II, p. 1. 


19. Lord Dorchester (Sir Guy Carleton, lst Baron Dorchester) had a keen, 
though perhaps partial, interest in Canadian affairs. He had been 
with the military forces in Canada from 1758 to 1762 (Seven Years 
War or French and Indian War), had been acting governor and governor 
of Quebec from 1756 to 1770; had been commander of the Pritish forces 
in Canada from 1775 to 17773; had been commander—in-chief in America 
from 1782 to 1783; had been governor of Quebec from 1786 to 1791; 
and finally Governor-General of Canada in 1793. This wide acquaint~ 
ance with American, and, more especially, Canadian affairs put Dor- 
chester in a strong position both in North American and jin Britain, 
Because of the lax handling of American colonial policy in London 
during most of this period, the governor-general of Canada was 
virtual ruler and policy-maker in his own territory. Though his 
policies were perhaps examined from time to time by the home govern- 
ment, there is reason to heiieve that the London ministry of Home 
Affairs (which nominally controlled colonial policy) either lent tacit 
support or actually gave some direction to Dorchester's actions and 
statements. (See: Webster's Biographical Dictionary. 


(19 continued next page.) 
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‘ There is no doubt but that this speech of Dorchester!s was an ine 
flammatory éaeice However, when one realizes the extent to which the 
commanders of some of the British forts had been humiliated by the Ameri- 
cans, one can understand Dorchester‘s attitude, Already, in upper New 
York, in the Lake Champlain region, Amneriscens had informed the commander 
of the British garrison there that British jurisdiction extended no far- 
ther than the range of their guns, Derchester feared that eventually 
the British would be driven out of that region. Likewise, he felt that 
Wayne's tactics in the regions around Detroit would be of a similar nat- 
ure, and, therefore, he directed Simcoe to fortify the Detroit-—lMiamis 


‘ : ue 
region as soon as possible, 


Simcoe immediately began to work on plans for the defense of 

Canada against possible invasion by the Americans. At least, officially, 

he called his plans ones for defense. Of course, they were defensive, 

but the area to be defended was not Canada alone (or, perhaps, even 

primarily defense for Canada), but rather that area beyond the Canadian 

borders in the Maumee Valley and petroit which was still under British 

control, in spite of its paper-surrender in the Treaty of Paris of 1783, 

So great was his urgency that he warned Henry Dundas, the Superintendent 

é : 22 

of Indian Affairs, not to move troops out of Canada. 

19. Continued, By early Sp~ing, 1794, relations had reached such a criti- 
ca. point that Lord Dorchester was probably justified in making his 
statement concerning an imninent war between Great Britain and the 
United States, As a matter of fact, at the same time that news was 
received of Dorchester's incendiary speech; a report also reached Phila- 
delphia concerning the capture of aimost 300 American vessels engaged 
in shipping materials from the French West Indies to France, 


20. See: footnote No. 19. 


21. Letter, Lord Dorchester to J. G. Simcoe, 17 Feb. 179, in Simcoe 
Pa ers, II; Pe 154. < 


22. Letter, J. Ge Simcoe to Henry Dundas, 23 Feb. 1794, ibid., pp. 157-163. 
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Meanwhile, Dorchester's speech was beginning to have repercussions 
both within and without Canada, Canadian officials, in private corres= 
pondence, deplored Dorchester‘s remarks concerning a coming war with the 
United States, Simcoe (himself) wondered how long the British would be 
able to retain the loyalty of the Indians when they realized that the 
United States was intent upon wresting the northwest posts from British 


23 


hands. 


Fears continued to spread in Upper Canada. The regular soldiery 
was not deemed sufficient to meet the onslaught of Wayne's force, and 
Simcoe, finally in a moment of near desperation, recommended the for-~ 


mation of an armed militia to be equipped and paid from public funds, <4 


Fears, however, were concerned not only with approach of Wayne's 
forces, but also with the Indians! loyalty which would be necessary to re- 
tain the status quo. Constantly the United States was sending out peace 
feelers to the Indians. Washington had gone even so far as to advocate a 
system of non-profit trade between the United States and the Indians, non- 
profit in the sense that such trade would mean a fair exchange of goods, 
This definitely was stealing the British thunder. The Delawares, in par- 
ticular, seemed interested in the peaceful settlement of their differences 


2 
with the United States, ° 


Fear seemed to be the keynote of the whole policy of Simcoe in Upper 


23 orlLbid. yl, pps” LOU—LO5¢ 


2h. Letter, Simcoe to Dundas, no date, ibid., pn. 16-165, It is inter- 
esting to note that some of the fur trading companies had offered 
their services as militiamen earlier, 


25. Letter, Simcoe to Dundas, 2 iar. 179), ibid.s, pp. 169-170. 
This might possibly have been due to the influence of Heckewel- 
der and the lforavians who had exerted a great deal of peaceful, pro- 
American influence over the Delawares, 
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Canada. His outlook was almost completely pessimistic. In the middle of 
March, 179, he wrote to Lord Dorchester and expressed his thought, 

that, while he would do everything possible to keep Wayne out of the Maumee 
Valley and away from Detroit, he felt that there were insufficient forces 
in Upper Canada and the bordering regions to defeat him if he really was 
intent upon an invasion of that region. The question of the loyalty of 

the subjects of the King in Detroit itself was doubtful, and a concentra— 
tion of troops in that area would only mean the weakening of the border de- 


fenses Aegis 


The threat of American boldness during this period not only was being 
felt in Canada, but was also having its effect along the Mississippi south 
of the mouth of the Ohio. Day by day, as settlers in western Kentucky, 
western Tennessee and the lands bordering the Ohio cried for free access 
to the open sea, the Spanish feared for their position of control over the 
Mississippi Valley. Sensing that their position was similar to, and, in 
away, dependent upon the British control of the northwest, the Spanish 
asked Simcoe for help and an alliance of the British and Spanish forces in 


27 
the New vYorld. The Lieutenant Governor replied that he could not 


Be i cee erence eae ie cae ST Te TN ye ealtee, 


26, Letter. Simcoe to Dorchester, 1) Mar. 1794, ibid., pp. 179-180, 


27, In Europe, at least, there was in effect an Anglo-Spanish alliance 
against the French, However, by 179) it looked as if the Spanish 
were about to make a separate peace (which they did later). By 
the same token, by the Treaty of Peace of 1783 between Britain and 

'the United States, free use of the Mississippi had been approved 
by both the United States and Great Britain, Thus, it is doubtful 
sf the British would have made any great gains in the New World 
by an alliance of forces with Spain in the New World such as might 
have been made, 
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help them materially as he was concentrating all of his forces against 
a possible attack by Wayne. However, Baron de Carondelet!s letter was 


28 


sent forward to Lord Dorchester for further study. 


The great hope of the British to stave off the impending American 
attack was the support of the Indians. Always the British had tried 
to hold their loyalty, and, for the most part, had been kind and generous 
to them. Nevertheless, it became more and more necessary to insure 
“Indian Se eabis Indian agents told the Indians that war was inevitable 
between Great Britain and the United States and that the only motivat— 
ing factor in the American imperialism was their greed for land, No 
doubt, to the Indians, this was an effective argument. Again and again 
at peace conferences, the talks had always reached an impasse when the 
Americans, after proffering all sorts of kindness and giving all kinds 
of promises of Indian independence etc., began speaking of moving their 


Sy 


boundaries farther to the west. 


Yet, the urging of the Indian agents to the Indians to maintain their 
allegiance to the "Father," the King of England, was not considered enough. 
There had to be visible evidence of Canadian intent to keep the Americans 
away from the Maumee Valley and Detroit. The Indians had to see that their 


British "brothers" were supporting them, were in alliance with them against 
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28, Letter, Simcoe to de Carondelet, 11 Apr. 179, ibid,, pp. 200-201. 
Baron de Carondelet was the Governor of Louisiana, successor to Miro. 


29, Letter, Butler to Chew, 27 Apr. 1794, ibide, De 218, 
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the Americans. Thus, by the end of April, 1794, Lieutenant Governor 
Simcoe had already gone up the Maumee River, had selected a site for a 
fort to ward off Wayne's blows from Detroit, and had set men to work 
on its construction, Together with his plan to fortify certain islands 
in Lake Erie, this venture had been reported to Dorchester at the end 


of April, 1794.7” 


In spite of Canadian fears, there is no evidence that the British were 
ready to ally themselves with the Spanish in the New World as Baron de 
Carondelet had suggested. Undaunted by the British lack of interest in 
his proposition, the Spanish Governor of Louisiana did send Indian en- 
voys to the Indian councils in the Maumee valley, These envoys promised 
to their Indian brothers of the northwest that they would aid in any 
action against the Long irdives tah A failure of American arms in the North- 
west Territory would materially aid the Spanish in the retention of their 


control of the Mississippi Valley. 


By the middle of May, 179), the news of Lord Dorchester's war- 
mongering speech to the Indians had reached Philadelphia, and Edmund 
Randolph, Jefferson's successor as Secretary of State, wrote a caustic 
note to the British minister, George Hammond, asking for an explanation. 


Randolph warned that the United States, in its drive against the hostile 


30, Letter, Simcoe to Dorchester, 29 Apr. 179, ibid., pp. 220-221. 
Simcoe was also intent upon the fortifying of Presque Isle. 


31, Record of a Council, 7 May 1794, ibid., pp. 231-232. 


32. See: footnote No. 5 and treaty articles appended, 
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Indians, could not be expected to make a fine distinction between the 
Indians and the British, who were encroaching upon American soil.?- 
Hammond answered Randolphts charges with counter-—charges. He did not 
deny. the speech of Lord Dorchester, but reminded Randolph that he 

could have nothing to do with the affair as he represented the King of 
England, not the Royal Canadian Governor, As to the charge that Dor- 
chester had already sent men to build a fort on the Miamis of the Lakes, 
Hammond said that he had no knowledge that such a post was being erected, 
but "even admitting your information to be accurate, much will depend on 
the place on which you assert that the fort is intended to be erected, and 
whether it be for the purpose of protecting subjects of his Majesty's re- 
siding in the districts dependent on the Fort of Detroit, or preventing 


3h 
that fortress from being strained by the approach of the American army, e at 


This letter pointed up two factors which were to be salient features 
of British policy in Canada down through the Jay Treaty of 1795. In the 
first place, it would seem to indicate that British policy toward Canada 
was not made or directed with any vigour from the Court of St, James, but 
Sathorn left to the discretion of the colonial governor of Canada, Lord 
Dorchester. Secondly, and of primary importance to the Wayne campaign 


and the building of Fort Miamis, it was felt necessary by the British 


33. Letter, Randolph to Hammond, 20 May 179), Simcoe Papers, II, pp.238=2h0. 


34. Letter, Hammond to Randolph, 22 May 179k, ibid., pp. 240-21, 
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Canadian administration and the British minister in Philadelphia that the 
British build a fortress within the limits of the United States as estab-~ 
lished by the Treaty of Paris of 1783 if that fortification was designed 

as a protection for Upper panedas As one peruses many of the letters which 
were exchanged by the administrators of Canada, one finds that the moti~ 
vating factor behind all of this military preparation was a defensive and 
protective one for the status quo: that is, British retention of Detroit, 
Michilimackinac, and the Maumee Valiey, and thus protection of the lucrative 
British trade in this legally and essentially non-Canadian area, In other 
words, one can feel very sure that allusions to "Upper Canada" refer not 
only to that area within the Canadian boundaries, but also, and of more im- 
portance, to those areas which were beyond the legal control but which 

were under the actual administration of Upper Canada, 

Randolphts rebuttal to Hammond's assertion of the right to build a 
British fort at the rapids of the llaumee was a powerful one. He pointed 
out clearly that the entire liaumee River, including the rapids, was within 
the American boundaries, and he informed Hammond that the status quo was 
to apply strictly wmtil difficulties between the two countries were 
worked ae es Hammond had insisted on the idea of status quo earlier, 
though it would appear that his idea differed from Randolph's in that 
it meant the maintenance of British control over this territory. Thus, 
if the building of a fort was justified to keep this control, Hammond 
did not feel the erection of such a post would in any way damage the basic 


premise. 


35. Actually one may feel sure that the term "Upper Canada" referred to 
that area daministered by the governor of Upper Canada, nowt to a 
geographical location, 


36. Letter, Randolph to Hammond, 2 June 179, Amer. State Papers, For. Aff.. 
I, ppe ly6ljl66, 
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Thus, according to American intelligence, the British themselves seemed 
ready to fight Wayne's force if it moved northward into the Maumee Valley — 
Detroit area, Nevertheless, even at the end of May, 1794, such action was 
not at all certain on the British side, and the Indians who asked for help 
and support against the Legion of the United States got only evasive replies, 
In spite of the American impression, the Canadian administration was well 
aware that an active conflict between Canadian garrisons and the United States 
Legion might well set off a general British - American war, To initiate 
such a struggle was beyond the responsibility or authorized power of the 
Canadian government. Only official sanction from London could overcome 
this impasse, and, while the British officials in Canada prepared as if it 


were assured, it never came, 


Yet, with or without active British support, the Indians began collect 
ing and, by the middle of June, at the time of the attack on Fort Recovery, 
it was reported that 2,000 Indians were around Wayne, Simcoe himself was 
favorable to a plan to aid and support the Indians, though he realized that 
to do so was to exceed his authority, and he did not wish to take the respon- 
sibility for an open breach between the United States and Great Britain, 
Open support to the Indians promised to aid in opening such a breach, Thus 
he shifted the responsibility to Dorchester and asked that the Governor= 
General authorize supplies to the Indians, Thus the most he could do directly 
was to express his hope to McKee that the Indians would collect in sufficient 


number to defeat Wayne, The Lieutenant Governor carefully avoided a discus- 


eee eee 


37. Speech from the Western Indians to the British, 2) May 179, Simcoe 
Papers, ee Pe 276 
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sion of Indian supply and eae bias He did, however, instruct McKee tr keonp 
all but the regular traders from going farther into the Indian comtiry than 
Fort Miamis, Simcoo was well aware that among some of the traders, particu- 
larly those of French extraction, there was questionable loyalty to His 
Majesty. If these were allowed to penetrate beyond the limits of effective 
British control, they might possibly arouse the Indians against the British?” 
The Indians, meanwhile, were attempting to get British and 
French-Canadian support against Wayne, At the Indian Council of War 
held in the middle of June, 1794, it was resolved by that Council that the 
British and French-Canadian traders who depended upon the Indians for their 
livelihoods should join with the Indians in the defense of their country 
and common interests, While this did not have the official sanction of the 
British government in Canada, it certainly was in accord with their desires 


ho 


and wishes, 


Meanwhile, in England, Jonn Jay, the American special representative 
to the British government, was going forward with his negotiations to settle 
international differences between the United States and Great Britain, For 
the most part, these deliberations revolved around points of conflict arising 
from the Treaty of Peace, 1783, and from varying interpretations of the 


rightsof neutral traders, Jay seemed immediately cognizant of the fact 


38, This not to say that the British gave no support to the Indians, For 
a long time, British officials had been in the habit of dispersing’ "pre- 
sents" to their red bretheren, (See: Draper, MSS Colls. vol. 23U, 
Treaty of Fort Harmar Discussions), 


39, Letter, Simcoe to Dorchester, 15 June 179), Simcoe Papers, II, pp. 266— 
267; and Letter, Simcoe to licKee, ibid., pe 260. 


40. Ernest Cruickshank, "Diary of an Officer in the Indian Country in 179k", 
in American Historical Magazine, III, pp. 639-643, see entry of 16 June. 
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that the British did not want to add any more enemies to the growing list 
of nations hostile to her. Tho broak=dcewn of Pritish alliance with Spoty 
in 1793 had meant the loss of a powerful and valuable ally against France. 
By the same token, Britain was not yet willing to make complete conces— 
sions to the Americans. After receiving information from Alexander Hamil- 
ton to the effect that the United States would not go to war under any 
circumstances, Britain was not prone to take a humble position before the 
American representative, Though Jay was not at first aware of Hamilton's 
representations to the British, he did feel that the relations between the 
two countries should be of as even temper as possible during the negotia- 
tions. He therefore wrote to Washington asking that no hostile actions be 
taken in the western country. He also expressed the thought that the Brit 
ish would probably surrender the posts along the border in the treaty which 
was forthcoming, In another letter to Edmund Randolph he expressed the 
same sentiments, Acts of an "irritating nature," he was confident, would 


1 
not aid in his discussions with the lant 


Meanwhile, the Canadian government continued and progressed with their 
plans to secure "Upper Canada," At Fort Miamis progress was slow, and, 
after nearly three months the fort was still not complete enough to receive 
the six-pounders designated for its protection. Discontent among the work- 


2 


ers and the fevers of the wilderness had taken their toll, 


ee 


‘jg. Letter, Jay to Washington, 23 June 179) in Simcoe Papers, II, pp. 290- 
291; and letter Jay to Randolph, 23 June 1794, ibid., p, 291. 


42. Letter, England to Simcoe, 25 June 1794, ibid., p. 29h. 
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Simcoe himself, perhaps rationalizing his actions in this area of the 
Maumee Valley, finally got around to claiming that area for the British by 
stating that it had not been included in the cession of the Treaty of 1783, 
How much of this was rationalization, how much honest belief, and how much 
of it was designed to influence the loyalty of the Indians is a matter 
for conjecture, Under any circumstances, his claims could have any of a 
wide variety of effects. Certainly such a statement justified his action 


even if it was not justified by the heats iie 


One thing was evident, however, to both the government and the British 
traders in the area: if the Americans did get actual possession and control 
of Detroit, Michilimackinac, and the Maumee Valley, most of the British fur 
trade would suffer as it was centered in that area, No matter what the 
settlement might be, there was a general opinion that the Indians should not 
be apprised of any decision of the British to yield up their posts to the 
Americans until such time as that was an accomplished fact, By doing this, 
the British traders could be assured of a continuing trade until such trans- 
fer was actually made and the Canadian administration would continue to 
have Indian support in the case that hostilities should break out between 
the United States and Britain, It is thus interesting to note that, while 


the British were building up their forces, while there was a genuine 


43, Letter, Simcoe to Dundas, 5 July 179), ibid., pp, 303-305. Probably 
Simcoe did not know or chose not to recognize the Treaty of 1783. 
Certainly, if he considered a treaty to be a contract between the two 
nations, the Americans had not lived completely un to their part of the 
bargain. In such a case, he could, with some justification, rationalize 
that the treaty was null and void. Thus, the building of Fort Miamis, 
and the general arming of that area under the administration of Upper 
Canada would not be an infringement upon United States soverignty. 
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fear of an invasion by the United States into this territory administered 
by Upper Canada, there was still an undercurrent of conciliation, anda 

hope for peaceful settlement of disputes. As a matter of fact, it seemed 
more than a hope; it seemed as if the British had already read the hand- 


writing on the wall, so to a ag 


Simcoe was not alone in his fear of a defeat of British arms in case 
of a struggle with the Americans, licKee, at the Rapids, constantly urged 
that supplies be sent for the use of the Indians, and that arms and amu- 
nition be furnished to them. Without these, licKee was confident, the 


Indians would be severely beaten, 


In July, 179), with Wayne's Legion poised at Greene Ville and ready 
to strike northward into the heart of the Indian Confederacy, Lord Dorches- 
ter tried to halt the American threat. In a formal protest to Wayne he 


said; 


"I am commanded to declare that during the inexecution 
of the Treaty of Peace Between Great Britain and the United 
States and until the existing differences respecting it shall 
be mutually and finally adjusted, the taking possession of any 
part of the Indian Territory, either for the purpose of War 
or Soverignty, is held to be a direct violation of His 


4. Observations of Isaac Todd and Simon McTavish, Representatives of Trading 
Houses Interested in Canada-British Trade, July, 179), ibid., pp.310-311, 
The Jay negotiations going on in Britain at the time probably added hope 
for peaceful settlement of difficulties, and, as will be seen later, dir- 
ectives actually were issued from London to the Canadian administration 
to cease new incursions into American territory and hold only to the 
status quo, 


4S. Letter, McKee to England, 10 July 179, ibid,, p. 315. 
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Britannic Majesty's Rights, as they unquestionably 
existed before the Treaty, and has an immediate 
tendency to interrupt and in its progress to des- 
troy that good wnderstanding which has hitherto 
subsisted between His Britannic Majesty and the United 
States of America. I BAL ey: desire you to desist 
from any such Aggressions," 

There is little doubt that historically, and perhaps even legally, 
Dorchester had a valid point. .Certainly the Treaty of 1783 had not been 
fully executed. However, it is also doubtful. whether or not he was 
standing on firm ground when he actually forbade the American forces to 
enter the territory in question, Under any circumstances, a show of 
British arms would be necessary if there was to be any warlike action, 


and the Governor of Canada would have to back up his protest with more 


than the mere force of words if it were to have any effect. 


Meanwhile, in Europe, John Jay continued his efforts to negotiate a 
settlement of British-American differences, As a result of some of these 
talks, Lord Grenville!” wrote to George Hammond, saying that Jay had assured 
him that the United States would not countenance an attack on any Brit- 
ish posts within American lands as granted in 1783 which had been held 


by is Majesty since the treaty of peace. He further said that the status 


46, Lord Dorchester!s Protest, ibid., pp. 318-319. 


47. Lord William Grenville was Foreign Secretary during this period of the 
negotiations with the Americans, The second son of Lord George Gren- 
ville, William Wyndam Grenville was created a peer in 1791. Willian 
Grenville held his post in the Pitt ministry from 1792 wntil its fall 
over the Catholic controversy in 1801, Assisting William in his 
negotiations with the Americans was Thomas Grenville, third son of 
George, a member of Parliament and collector of Shakespearian docu- 
ments, 
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quo should prevail and that in case any measures of encroachment 


had been taken by either side, they should immediately Lppiaks 


This statement meant, as wes later explained, two things: (1) that 
Fort Miamis was subject to attack as it was not extant in 1783, and 
(2) that Wayne's Legion, as long as it moved only against the Indians, 
was not considered to be an encroachment, On this latter statement 
there may be some dispute. However, Jay's letter to Washington reveals 
that the American envoy had informed Grenville of Wayne's plans, and had 
warned that Fort lliamis might be attacked, Grenville must have been 
aware of this when he sent orders to Dorchester through the Duke of Porte 
land to retain the status aeons this meaning that there should be no 


~ 


shifting of boundaries or erecting of posts not already extant.” 


Simcoe himself, in answer to charges that the British were supplying 
the Indians, denied such charges, and said that the British were not 
associated with the Indians against Wayne, He did, however, express a 
fear that Waynets designs were not wholly directed against the Indians, 

He pointed out that the Legion was advancing, not toward the Miami 

Villages, but toward Detroit. Simcoe admitted, though still denying 

48, Letter, Grenville to Hammond, 17 July 179), Simcoe Papers. II, pp. cone 

49. The Duke of Portland (William Henry Cavendish Bentinck) was Home 

Secretary from 179l;-1801, At that time the administration of colonial 
affairs was carried on by the home office, 

50. Letter, Duke of Portland to Lord Dorchester, 15 July 179k, Simcoe 


Papers, II, ppe 322-323; and Letter, Jay to Washington, 21 July 1791, 
ibid., PPe 332=333~ 
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that he supplied or associated with them, that the British encouraged 
the Indians to unite in their own defense with contingent advantages both 


to the Indians and to the Britishs?- 


From other letters exchanged during the course of Wayne's campaign 
and from Simcoe‘s attitude, one has to feel that he was probably telling 
the truth as none of the administrators of Upper Canada ever actually pro- 
mised aid to the Indians, even in spite of McKee's urging. Colonel Eng- 
land, the commander at Vetroit, certainly was apprehensive of.stirring up 
trouble when he wrote to Simcoe on the 22nd of July 1794: "I ever appre- 
hended the Americans would be extremely jealous of our establishing a 
post on the Miamis, and that it would expedite the rupture; I should not 
be surprised if the Ministry mentioned their disapprobations of it to Lord 
Dorchester, as I don't believe they wish to provoke a war with the United 
States, and God knows, this Country is by no means in a situation to 


52 


commence hostilities... « «! 


Colonel Englandts approach to the Indians, when they came to beg for 
support, though, was somewhat different. Ina speech to the Indian chief~ 
tains on the 6th of August, 1794, he pointed out that the British would hold 
to their promises, that Fort lIiiamis was there for their protection. He fur- 


ther emphasized that British soldiers could not march against the Americans 


51. Letter, Simcoe to Hammond, 18 July 1794, ibid., pp. 323-325; and 
letter, Simcoe to Hammond, July, 179), ibid., pp. 328-331. 


52. Letter, England to Simcoe, 22 July 179), ibid., pp. 333-33h. 
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without orders from higher authority, (He might have added that he did 
53 


not think that such orders would be forthcoming, ) 


One might ask, just what were the British "promises?! Whatever they 
were, it is evident from England's speech that they did not include armed 
support by British troops, and, one would judge from the urgent requests 
of McKee, that they also did not include all-out aid and provisions of one 
type or another. For the most part, one must conclude that the "promises" 
fell into that general, and, at that time nebulous category, protection, 


54 


There was not even a full guarantce of this. 


Meanwhile, Wayne sent out further offers of Sey hile the Indians met 
to debate war and peace, and decided, finally, for ae, As far as 
Wayne's terms were concerned, the Indians made no definite reply. They only 
hoped that he would stop to give them time "to think over his proposition.” 
However, Miller, Wayne's envoy to the Indians, did return with the news 
that the British would "hold their ground" and that they had asked how 
many cannon “layne had with his forces. Wayne, of course, was interested in 
the information concerning the British post, but he would not halt his force, 


Naturally he did not divulge the fact that he had net sufficient artillery 


57 
to dislodge the pritish from their post. 


53. England's speech to the Indians, 6 Aug. 1794, ibid., p. 360. 
Su. Letter, lickKee to England, 10 Aug. 1794, ibid., p. 365, 
55. “laymne's Terms of Friendship, 13 Aug, 1794, Western Annals, pp. 404-05. 


56, Sneech of Turkey Foot at Grand Rapids, 16 Aug. 179, Northwest Ohio 
Quarterly, XX, No. 1, p. h2. 


57. Unidentified MSS Diary (Ind. Hist. Soc.), entries of 16 & 22 Aug., 179]. 
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On the British side, the word still seemed to be one of 
"watchful waiting" — on the defensive. Simcoe speaks of an "attack" upon 
the Miamis post, and feels that the Indians should know that if such at- 
tack is made, it will be to Wayne's own detriment, In other words, it 
would seem that the British would enter the fracas only if Wayne attacked 


one of their garrisons, 


Unfortunately, in many respects, Wayne's scouts, who had approached 
within two miles of Fort Miamis, felt, from what they had seen and heard, 
that both the Indians and the British were Pecineae: Somewhat moved, no 
doubt, by this information, Wayne continued his march forward, unaware 
of the attack which was to occur the following morning. The British had 


60 
not fled, in spite of the fact that the fort was still incomplete. 


The story of the battle at the fallen timber is too often told to be 
repeated here. Wayne's report of the battle to Secretary of War Knox, 
though, is worth noting, as he reported that the enemy consisted of the 
"Indians, and Canadian militia, and Rouinuesre. te Subsequent facts 
seem to indicate that such non-Indian elements as were present were there 
without the official sanction of the Canadian government, The Indians 


62 
fled to Fort Miamis only to find the gates closed to them. 


58. Letter, Simcoe to England, 17 Aug. 179, Simcoe Papers, II, p. 386. 
59. Unidentified MSS Diary. (Ind. Hist. Soc.), entry of aug. 19, 179L. 
60. Letter, Simcoe to England. 19 Aug. 1794, Simcoe Papers. II, pp. 392-3936 


61. Letter, Wayne to Knox, 28 Aug. 1794, microfilm of Wayne Papers, Ohio 
State Arch, & Hist. Soc. (Original documents in Pa, Hist. Soc.) 


62. "Narrative of the Battle of Fallen Timbers as Told by Chief Kin-jo-i-no", 
Northwest Ohio Quarterly, II, Noe 1, pp. 46-8. 
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The following day, Wayne, having surveyed the British post, reported 
that it was too strong to be forced, and thus his army must move back to 
Grand Matepee The move was not made before a series of notes passed 
between Wayne, who was afraid to storm the fort, and Campbell, the British 
commander who was afraid that he would. These notes, (appended) together 
with the letters of Campbell conceming the battle, show vividly the 
bravado with which the two commanders, both fearing each other, acted, 
Wayne'ts decision not to besiege the post also might have been due, in some 
part at least, to the report.of a deserter that the post was equipped 
with 4 nine-pounders, 6 howitzers, enact six-pounders,; as well as four 
companies of the 2lth Regiment, and thirty-five of the Queen's Rangers, 
This was no small force for such a fortification, and under such cir- 
cumstances and with such fire power could certainly hold out longer than. 
Wayne's scanty provisions, (Wayne was perhaps also moved by international 


and diplomatic considerations, ) 


On the other hand, Major Campbell, the commander of the post, worried 
and fearful, wrote to Colonel England at Detroit, saying: "I sincerely 


hope the Governor himself may soon arrive and take all the responsibility 


63, Unidentified MSS Diary, (Ind. Hist. Soc.), entry for Aug. 21, 179k. 


64. Ibid., entry for Aug, 21, 179h. 

This report was generally correct. Earlicr lettersand orders 
recorded the numbers and tynes of armament to be sent to Fort liliamis. 
Generally, they coincide with those herein reported. 

Whether or not Wayne was willing to risk the diplomatic conse- 
quences, one cannot definitely tell, That he was cognizant of the 
effect such a seizure might have, cannot be denied for he certainly was 
aware of the tense situation between Britain and the United States and 
of the Jay negotiations. However, Wayne's comment reported by his 
officers was that the fort was too strong to take, 


~t 


32 ses 


upon hima? Certainly Campbell must have been glad to see Wayne's army 
finally move out from under his ramparts without a shct fired and without 
an attempt made to assail his garrison. The reports to Simcoe of Wayne's 
preparing to take Fort Miamis proved to be false alarms, and thus the 


Indians were allowed to retreat without pursuit to a point six miles beyond 


the. post which had not really protected them at a11,° 


Wayne was content with a moral victory over the British and pointed 


out in his congratulatory General Order of 23 August 179); 


"The Indians to all appearances have totally 
Abandoned their settlements quite to the Mouth of 
the River, and their Villages and corn Fields being 
consumed and destroyed in every direction, even under 
the influence of the Guns of Fort lijami, Facts 
which must produce a conviction to the Lfinds of the 
Savages that the British had neither the Power nor 
inclination to afford them that Protection they had 
been Taught to expect; That on the Contrary a 
Numberous Garrison well supplied with Artillery 
have been compelled to rcmain tacit spectators of 
the General Conflagration round them, and their 
flag displayed to the Disgrace of the aie ate and 
to the Honour of the American Arms ... ."O/ 


Following Wayne's encounter with the Indians, the British began 
to feel their losses, These had nothing to do with posts or an attack by 
the United States Legion upon the fort at Detroit, but were primarily con- 


cerned with losses of trade, which was the life-blood of the area administered 


by Upper Canada, and of Indian loyalty. McKee was trying to keep the Indians 


65. Letter, Campbell to England, 21 Aug. 179, Simcoe Papers, II, p. 398. 


66, Letters, Duggan to Chew, 22, 23 Aug. 179, Michigan Pioneer and Histor- 
ical Society Collections. XII, pp. 122-123. Some units of Wayne's 
force did follow the retreating Indians covm the river, but there is 
no evidence that any conflict continued beyond Fort Miamis. 


67. "Wayne's Orderly Books," ibid., XXXIV, ». 5li7. 
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in the area, but he was to be sent to Lower Canada, and it was reported 

that the Indians were planning to move to the southern and western parts 

of the country. The result of such action, of course, would mean the end of 
British domination of the fur trade with consequent losses of revenue by 
the Imperial Treasury, and severe curtailment of the activities of mer- 
chant and trading companies with home offices in England. Though these 
latter groups had exerted pressure earlier and had succeeded in British 
retention, de facto, of the Detroit, Michilimackinac, Maumee Valley areas, 
nothing they could do at this point through political pressure at home or 
abroad could convince the Indians that they should return to a position of 


allegiance to the British, 


Some efforts were made in October to regain Indian favor, and to 
hold the area. A detachment was sent to Swan Creek on the tenth of thai 
month to build a block-house under McKee's direction, but this action was 


too late to save British influence in the area, 


The Indians finally left the British camp, disappointed and disgusted 
over their treatment, and made a treaty, the Treaty of Greene Ville, with 
Wayne. The Jay Treaty, accomplished in London, and ratified by the Americans 


only after a firey debate in the Senate, meant the end of Fort Iiiamis as 


68. Letter, Chew to Coppis, 22 Sept. 179, ibid., XII, p. 145. 


69. Letter, Simcoe to England, 10 Oct. 179, ibid., p. 148. 


at hae 


70 
a British garrison, It was surrendered to Wayne on August 7, 1796, 


though Hamtramck had established an American garrison there as early as 
11 July 1796, By 1800 it had been dropped from the official post list 


of the War Department, /+ 


70. FF. Clever Bald, "Fort liamis, Outpost of Empire," Northwest Ohio 
Quarterly. (April, 1944), p. 102, (separate reprint). 


Tl. Tbid., p. 106, 


The Importance of Fort Miamis Historically 


In all justice to Wayne's vistory at Fallen Timbers and with all due 
respect to his ingenuity as a military tactician and commander, the action, 
or lack of it, at Port Miamis on the 20th of August, 179), probably had as 
much to do with the settlement and pacification of the Indians through the 
Treaty of Greene Ville as the battle itself, For, had the British opened 
the gates of the fort and given the fleeing Indians sanctuary, or, earlicr, 
had they actively supported them, Indian attitude might have been far more 
loyal to the British. However, the slamming of the gate of Fort lMiamis 


also slammed the door to future, successful British-Indian relations, 


One might also ask whether or not the fort, in other respects, achieved 
its purpose. Did it actually act as a defensive work against Wayne's ate 
tack? Here again, we must chalk up an error to British calculation. The 
post, built primarily for the purpose of defending this de facto held British 
area, was not necessary as Wayne did not advance to the seat of British 
activity, Detroit, There is no known evidence in Wayne's own papers that 
he ever had such a plan in mind, Even had he done so, Campbell's lack of 
action following the Pattle of Fallen Timbers showed no aggressive tendencies 
against the Legion, and in spite of his impertinent notes to Wayne, one 
must conclude that this commander was petrified with fear, He realized, 
or at least felt, that he could not hold out against an attack from the 
American forces, and thus waited and hoped that no such attack would come, 


and it did not, 


ey gle 


The story of Fort Miamis, however, is further interesting in that it 
was a direct incursion into American territory; it demonstrated the freedon 
of action which the Canadian officials enjoyed and exercised in the area, 


and the lack of close supervision of these acts from the Gourt of St. James, 


Thus, Fort Iiiamis is important on several scores: (1) it was the last 
of the British posts erected on American territory in the Northwest prior 
to the War of 1812; (2) it was, it would seem, purely a defensive post 
(defensive, again, for those areas beyond the limits of Upper Canada which 
nevertheless operated under Canadian administration and direction); and 
finally (3) failed either to achieve its purpose of warding off an invasion 
of British dominated territory, or of being a "protection" for the Indians 
which it was not. Probably more than any other single factor, it led to the 
disassociation of the Indians from the British, and thus to the Treaty of 
Greene Ville. (One must remember that the force of Indians which attacked 
Wayne in August of 179) was not even so large as that which had attacked 
Fort Recovery in June of the same year,) Thus, Fort Miamis was the pivot, 
the undergirding of the Indian resistance which slipped and gave ‘way at 


the crucial moment, 
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APPENDIX A 


From: David Hunter [jiller, Treaties and Other International Acts 
of the United States of Anerica, voLpeT Ls Tee 
Washington: 1931, United States Government Printing Office. 


Treaty Series No. LOL 


8 Statutes at Large, 80-83 


GREAT BRITAIN: SEPTEMBER 3, 1783. 


Definitive Treaty of Peace, signed at Paris September 3, 1783. 
Original in English, 

Ratified by the United States, January 1h, 178), Ratified by 
Great Britain April 9, 178). Ratifications exchanged at Paris 
May 12, 178). Proclaimed Janvary 1, 176). 


In the Name of the most Holy & undivided Trinity. 


It having pleased the divine Providence to dispose the Hearts 
of the most Serene and most PotentPrince George the third, by the 
Grace of God, King of Great Britain, irance & Ireland, Defender of 
the Faith, Duke of Brunswick and Lunebourg, Arch Treasurer, and 
Prince Elector of the Holy Roman Empire &c. and of the United States 
of America, to forget all past Misunderstandines and Differences 
that have unhappily interrupted the good Correspondence and Friend- 
ship which they mutually wish to restore; and to establish such a 
beneficial and satisfactory Intercourse between the two Countries 
upon the Ground of reciprocal Advantages and mutual Convenience 
as may promote and secure to both nerpetual Peace & Harmony, and 
having for this desirable End already laid the loundation of Peace 
& Reconciliation by the Provisional Articles signed at Paris on’ the 
30th of Novr., 1752, by the Commissioners empower!d on each Part, 
which Articles were agreed to be concivded between the Grown of 
Great Britain and the said United States, but which Treaty was not 
to be concluded until Terms of Peace shouid be agreed woon between 
Great Britain and France, And his Britannic Majesty should be ready 
to conclude such Treaty accordingly: and the Treaty between Great 
Britain & France having since been concluded, His Britannic Majesty 
& the United States of America, in Order to carry into full Effect 
the Provisional Articles above-mentioned, according to the Tenor thereof, 
have constituted & appointed, that is to say His Britannic Majesty on 
his Part, David Hartley Esqr, Member of the Parliament of Great Britain; 
and the said United States on their Part, John Adams Esqr, late a Com 
missioner of the United States of America at the Court of Versailles, 
late Delegate in Congress from the State of Massachusetts and Chief 


Goaate 


Justice of the said State, and iiinister Pleni-notentiary of the said 
United States to their High Mightinesses the States General of the 
United Netherlands; Penjamin Franklin Esqr late Delegate in Congress 
from the State of Pennsylvania, *resident of the Convention of the sd, 
State, and Minister Plenipotentiary from the United States of America 
at the Court of Versailles; Jonn Jay Esqre: late President of Congress, 
and Chief Justice of the State of New-York & ilinister Plenipotentiary 
from said United States at the Court of iladrid; to be the Plenipoten- 
tiaries for the concluding and signing the Present Definitive Treaty; 
who after having reciprocally communicated their respective full 
Powers have agreed upon and confirmed the following Arivicles,. 


ARTICLE ist 


His Britannic Majesty acknowledges the Sd. United States, vig. 
New-Hampshire, Massachusetts Bay, Rhode-[sland & Providence 
Plantations, Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, 
Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina & 
George, to be free sovereign & Independent States; that he treat 
with them as such, and for himself his Heirs & Successors, relin-~ 
quishes all Claims to the Government Propriety & Territorial Rights 
of the same & every Part thereof, 


ARTICLE 2d, 


And that all Disputes which might arise in future on the Subject 
of the Boundaries of the said United States, may be prevented, it 
is hereby agreed and declared, that the following are and shall be 
their Boundaries, Viz. From the North West Angle of Nova Scotia, 
viz. That Angle which is formed by a Line dravm due North from the 
Source of Saint Croix River to the Highlands along the said Highlands 
which Givide those Rivers that empty themselves into the River St, 
Lawrence, from those which fall into the Atlantic Ocean, to the North 
western-most Head of Connecticut River: Thence dovm along the middle 
of that River to the forty fifth Degree of North Latitude; From thence 
by a Line due West on said Latitude until it strikes the River Iroquois 
or Cataraquy; Ihence along tune middle of said River into Lake Ontario; 
through the Ifiddle of said Lake until it strikes the Communication by 
Water between that Lake & Lake Brie; Thence along the middle of said 
Comaunication into Lake Erie; through the middle of said Lake, until 
it arrives at the Water Communication between that Lake & Lake [uron; 
Thence along the middle of said Water-Comnunication into the Lake 
Huron, thence through the middle of said Lake to the Water Commni- 
cation into the Lake Huron, thence through the middle of said Lake to 
the Water Communication between that Lake and Lake Superior, thence 
through Lake Superior Northward of the Isles Royal & Phelipeaux to the 
Long Lake; Thence through the Middle of said Long-Lake, and the Water 
Communication between it & the Lake of the Woods, to the said Lake of 
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the Woods; Thence through the said Lake to the most Northwestern 

Point thereof, and from thence on a due West Course to the River 
Mississippi, Thence by a Line to be drawn along the Middle of the 

said River Mississippi until it shall intersect the Northernmost 

Part of the thirty-first Degree of North Latitude, South, by a Line 
to be drawn due East from the Determination of the Line last mentioned, 
in the Latitude of thirty one Degrees North of the Equator to the 
middle of the River Apalachicola or Catahouche, Thence along the 
middle thereof to its Jmcetion with the Flint River; Thence strait to 
the Head of St. Maryts Itiver, and thence down along the middle of St. 
Maryis River to the Atlantic Ocean, East, by a Line to be dravm along 
the Middle of the River St Croix, from its Mouth in the Bay of Fundy 
to its Source; and from its Source directly North to the aforesaid 
Highlands, which divide the Rivers that fall into the Atlantic Ocean, 
from those which fall into the River St. Lawrence; comprehending all 
Islands within twenty Learues of any Part of the Shores of the United 
States & lying between Lines to be drawn due East from the Points where 
the aforesaid Boundaries between Nova Scotia on the one Part and East 
Florida on the other, shall respectively touch the Bay of Fundy and 
the Atlantic Ocean, excepting such Islands as now are or heretofore 
have been within the Limits of the said Province of Nova Scotia. 


eH He % 
ARTICLE lth, 


It is agreed that Creditors on either Side shall meet with no law- 
ful impediment to the Recovery of the full Value in Sterling Money of 
all bona fide Debts heretofore contracted, 


ARTICLE 5th. 


It is agreed that the Congress shall earnestly recommend it to the 
Legislatures of the respective States to provide for the Restitution 
of all Estates, Rights, and Properties which have been confiscated be= 
longing to real. British Subjects; and also of the Estates Rights and 
Properties of Persons resident in Districts in the Possession of his 
Majesty's Arms, and who have not borne Arms against the said United 
States. And that Persons of any other Description shall have free 
Liberty to go to any Part or Parts of any of the thirteen United States 
and therein to remain twelve Months wnmolested in their Endeavors to 
obtain the Restitution of such of their Fstates Rights and Properties 
as may have been confiscated, And that Congress shall also earnestly 
recomend to the several States, a Reconsideration and Revision of all 
Acts or Laws regarding the Premises, on so as to render the said Laws 
or Acts perfectly consistent, not only with Justice and Equity, but 
with that Spirit of Conciliation, which, on the Return of the Blessings 
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of Peace should universally prevail., And that Congress shall also 
earnestly recommend to the several States, that the Estates, Rights 
and Properties of such last mentioned Persons shall be restored to 
them, they refunding to any Persons who may be now in Possessi.on, the 
Bona Fide Price (where any has been given) which such Persons may have 
paid on purchasing any of the said Lands, Rights, or Properties, since 
the Confiscation, ; 


And it is agreed that all Persons who have any Interest in confis— 
cated Lands, either by Debts, Marriage Settlements, or otherwise, shall 
meet with no lawfvl Impeaiment in the Prosecution of their just Rights, 


ARTICLE 6th, 


That there shall be no future Confiscations made nor any Prosecu- 
tions commenc?d against anjy Person or Persons for or by Reason of the 
Part, which he or they may have taken in the present War, and that no 
Person shall on that Account suffer any future Loss or Damage, either 
in his Person Liberty or Property; and that those who may be in Con- 
finement of such Charges at the Time of the Ratification of the Treaty 
in America shall be immediately set at Liberty, and the Prosecutions 
so commenced be discontinued, 


ARTICLE 7th, 


There shall be a firm and perpetual Peace between his Britannic 
Majesty and the said States and between the Subjects of the one and 
the Citizens of the other, wherefore all Hostilities both by Sea and 
Land shall from henceforth cease: All Prisoners on both Sides shall 
be set at Liberty, and his Britannic Majesty shall with all convenient 
speed, and without causing any Destruction, or carrying away any Neg-= 
roes or other Property of the American Inhabitants, withdraw all his 
Armies, Garrisons & Fleets from the said United States, and from every 
Port, Place and Harbour within the same; leaving in all Fortifications 
the American Artillery that may be therein: And shall also Order & 
cause all Archives, Records, Deeds & Papers belonging to any of the 
said States, or their Citizens, which in the Course of the War may 
have fallen into the Hands of His Officers, to be forthwith restored 
and delivertd to the proper States and Persons to whom they belong, 


ARTICLE 8th. 
The Navigation of the River Mississippi, from its source to the 


Ocean shall for ever remain free and open to the Subjects of Great 
Britain and the Citizens of the United States, 
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ARTICLE 9th, 


In case it should so happen that any Place or Territory belonging 
to great Britain or to the United (tates should have been conquer!d by 
the Arms of either from the other before the Arrival of the said Pro- 
Visional Articles in America it is agreed that the same shall be re~ 
stored without Difficulty and without requiring any Compensation, 
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APPENDIX: B The Notes Exchanged Between Wayne and 
Campbell following the Battle 
of Fallen Timbers.oseo 


From: Jacob Burnet, Notes, pp. 176-179: 


Major Campbell to General Wayne 


Miami River, Aug. 2lst, 179h. 


Sir: An army of the United States of America, said to be under 
your command, having taken post on the banks of the Miami, for upwards 
of the last twenty-four hours, almost within the reach of the guns of 
this Fort, being a post belonging to his Majesty, the King of Great 
Britain, occupied by his Majesty's troops, and which I have the honor 
to comand, it becomes my duty to inform myself, as speedily as pos- 
sible, in what light I am to view your making such near approaches to 
this garrison. I have no hesitation, on my part, to say, that I know 
of no war existing between Great Britain and America, 


I have the honor to be, Sir, 
Your most obedient, and very humble servant, 


WILLIAM CAMPFELL, 


Major 2th Regiment, commanding a British 
Post 


on the Bank of the Miami. 


To Major General Wayne, etc. 
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GENERAL WAYNE TO MAJOR CAIIPEELL 
Camp on the banks. of the Miami 
August 21st, 179. 


Sir:- I have received your letter of this date, requiring from me 
the motives which have moved the army under my command, to the position 
they at present occupy, far within the acknowledged jurisdiction of the 
United States of America, 


Without questioning the authority, or the propriety, Sir, of your 
interrogatory, I think I may, without breach of decorum, observe to you, 
that were you entitled to an answer, the most full and satisfactory one 

. was announced to you, from the muzzles of my small arms, yesterday morn- 
ing, in the action against the hordes of savages in the vicinity of your 
post, which terminated gloriously to the American arms; but had it con- 
tinued till the Indians, etc, were driven under the influence of the 
post and guns you mention, they would not have mich impeded the progress 
of the victorious army under my command, as no such post was established 
at the commencement of the present war, between the Indians and the 
United States, 


I have the honor to be Sir, 
Your most obedient and very humble servant, 
ANTHONY WAYNE 


Major General, and Commander-in-Chief of 


the Federal Army. 


To Major William Campbell, etc, 


MAJOR CAMPBELL TO GENERAL WAYNE 
Miami Fort, August 22d, 179). 


Sir:-Although your letter of yesterday?s date fully authorises 
me to any act of hostility against the army of the United States of 
America, in this neighborhood, under your command, yet, still anxious 
to prevent that dreadful decision, which, perhaps, is not intended to 
be appealed to, by either of our countries, I have forborne for these 
two days past, to resent the insults you have offered the British 


Sele 


flag, flying at this Fort, by approaching it within pistol shot of my 
works, not only singly, but in numbers, with arms in their hands, 
Neither is it my wish to wage war with individuals, but should you, 
after this, continue to approach my post in the threatening manner 
you are at this moment doing, my indispensable duty to my kind and 
country, and the honor of ny profession, will oblige me to have re-~ 
course to those measures which thousands of cither nation, may here- 
after have cause to regret, and which, I solemnly appeal to God, I 
have used my utmost endeavors to arrest, 


I have the honor to be, Sir, with much respect, 
Your most obedient and very humble servant, 
WILLIAM CAMPBELL 
Maj or 2th Regiment, commanding 
Fort Miami. 
To Major General Wayne, etc., etc. 


GENERAL WAYNE TO MAJOR CAMPBELL 
Camp, bank of the Miami, 


22d August, 179k. 


Sir:-In your letter of the 2lst instant, you declare, "I have no hesi- 
tation on my part to say, that I lmow of no war existing between Great Bri- 
tain and America." JI, on my part, declare the same, and that the only 
cause I have to entertain a contrary idea, at this time, is the hostile 
act you are now in the commission of, i. e. by recently taking post far 
within the well known and acknowledged limits of the United States, and 
erecting a fortification in the heart of the settlements of the Indian 
tribes, now at war with the United States, This, sir, appears to be an 
act of the highest aggression, and destructive to the peace and interest 
of the Union, Hence, it becomes my duty to desire, and I do hereby desire 
and demand, in the name of the President of the United States, that you 
immediately desist from any further act of hostility, or aggression, by 
forbearing to fortify, and by withdrawing the troops, artillery and stores, 
under your orders and direction, forthwith; and removing to the nearest 
post occupied by his Britannic Majesty's troops at the peace of 1783; and 
which you will te permitted to do unmolested by the troops under my command, 


I am, with very great respect, sir, , 
Your most obedient, and very humble servant, 
° ANTHONY WAYNE 
Major William Campbell, etc, 


MAJOR CAMPEELL TO GENERAL WAYNE 
Fort Miami, 22d August, 179), 


Sir:- I have this woment the honor to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter, in answer to which I have only to say, that being placed 
here in the command of a British post, and acting in a military capa 
city only, I cannot enter into any discussion, either on the right or 
impropriety, of my occupyin; my present position, Those are matters 
that I conceive will be best left to the ambassadors of our different 
nations. Having said this much, permit me to inform you that I cer- 
tainly will not abandon this post, at the summons of any person what— 
ever, until I receive orders for that purpose from those I have the 
honor to serve under; or the fortune of war should oblige.me, I must 
still adhere, sir, to the purport of my letter, this morning, to de-~ 
sire that your army, or individuals belonging to it, will not approach 
within reach of my cannon, without expecting the consequences attend- 
ing it, 


Although I have said, in the former part of my letter, that my 
situation here is totally military, yet let me add, sir, that I an 
much deceived if his Majesty, the King of Great Britain, had not a 
post on this river at and prior to the period you mention. 

I have the honor to be sir, with the greatest respect, 

Your most obedient and very humble servant, 
WILLIAM CAMPBELL 
Major 2th regiment, commanding at Fort Iiami. 


To Major General ‘Jayne. 


> 
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FORT MIAMIS 


Appendix: C, Lieutenant Pilkingtonis Description of Port ilanis, 
179h. 


From: fF. Clever Bald, "Ft. Miamis, Outpost of Empire," 


Northwest Ohio Quarterly (April, 19:4) separate reprint, pp, 86-87, 


After his return from Niagara with additional carpenters and tools, 
Lieutenant Pilkington pusned the work on the Fort. Early in July, he 
sent a plan anda description of the works to Governor Simcoe, The plan, 
unfortunately, cannot be found; but the description, which follows, gives 
a fairly clear picture of the Fort, 


"The Plan of the Fort exhibits the disposition of the several Build- 
ings; the Barracks forming a part of the Rampart, and are the lining of 
it, they are roofed with Logs 12 inches thick, and those on the longer 
faces of the work, have Loopholes for firing in the reverse. The Bas-~ 
tions have casemated Flanks, and the whole interior part below of each 
‘Bastion may be considered as a casemate serving for a secure lodgment of 
Stores. The Bastions will be somewhat sunerior to the other parts of the 
work, and each of their Platforms will be capable of receiving Four Guns, 
which may be directed variously, each Bastion having six Embrasures,. The 
flat Bastion on the water front I have not raised with Earth higher than 
the Platform of it, as I purpose the remaining part to be of Log work, 
as represented in the section, pierced with Loopholes and Port holes, and 
to have a Machicovli Fire, proposing by this to have a perfect defence 
for the water front, with a formidable Pattery cormanding the River and 
opposite shore, this work being but little advanced, is not ezmosed to 
view from either Flank, JI have availed myself of a hollow in the ground, 
before the left face of the Ravelin by malting a covered passage under the 

iacis for a cormunication with any worl: on the adjacent rising ground, 
and it gives easy and secure access in recciving of Stores into the Fort 
from the side of the River, The present state of the work is such that 

in four days from hence the body of the place will consist of an elevated 
Parapet of arth, the casewates of the Rastions and Flanks perfectly 
formed, the whole completely fraised and surrounded by the ditch requisite 
on the Land side, The Barracks on the water front are in great forward~ 
ness and the casemated Flanks ready for receiving Cannon," 
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FORT MIALMIS 


APPENDIX: D Captain Marschalkts Description of Fort Miamis, 1796 


From; F. Clever Pald, "Ft. Miamis, Outpost of Empire" in Northwest 
Ohio Quarterly (April 194), separate reprint, p. 102, 


On August 10, General Wayne sailed for Detroit, Four days later, 
Captain Marschalk sent to the Commander in chief Captain Shorttis state~ 
ment of the public works and buildings of Tort Miamis. They consisted 
of the following items; 


"Four Bastions, two with cazemates (sic) 
"A VIater Pattery ; 
"Three Bomb Proofs for Soldiers quarters, with Births (sic), in 
good order, having been lately shingled, 
"One PBomb—proof, for Provision Store, and Ordnance Magazine, in 
good order, | 
"One Bake House, and oven, in good order, 
"One JIIngineers Store, in good order, 
"Six Logg Houses, for Officers quarters, want repair. 
"One Logg Guard House, 
"One House for Artillery, with births (sic) 
"One Guard House in the Ditch, in good order, 
"Four Logg Houses, on the outside of the works, out of Repair. 
"One Blacksmith Shop, 
"One Carpenters Shop. 
"N. Be The works in general, very much out of repair, having never bem 
properly finished," 
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FORT MIAMIS 


Appendix: E Carl B, Spitzer's Description of Fort Miamis Earthworks, 


1944. 


From: Carl B, Spitzer, "Construction and Physical Appearance of Fort 
ijiami," Northwest Ohio Quarterly (April 1944), separate reprint, 
Peo LG 2 
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"The long ditch running from the river in a north-east by northerly 
direction past the parade and northeast bastion could easily be the 
route used for getting supplies from the river up to the fort. 


"The earthworks of the bastion on the property west of the fort 
have disappeared and the ditch which surrounds it has been filled in, 
But within the indicated boundaries of the bastion is a rectangular de- 
pression about 6 ft. deep (not shown on the map), with its sides more 
or less coinciding with the indicated boundaries of the bastion or case- 
mate, We all believe that this depression probably represented a cellar 
or storehouse beneath the ground level of the bastion," 


Appendix; F Map of Fort Miamis Prepared by the United States Corps 
of Engineers, 1888, 


From: National Archives, Records of Office of Chief of Engineers, 
Washington, D. C. 


MAP 
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